
Install horizontal furring strips, or a solid nailable sheathing prior to the siding, if needed, to level 
the surface or provide sufficient material for fastener penetration. If furring strips are used, 
install them 12” (305mm) on center.

Snap a level chalkline around the base of the sidewalls. Typically, the chalkline is positioned so 
that the bottom of the J-channel that will be installed like a starter strip is 1/4” (6.4mm) below 
the lowest point on the wall that will be sided. Install J-channel along the chalkline as a receiver 
for the vertical siding.

Accessories
As with horizontal siding, when installing vertical siding, it is 
necessary to install several accessories first, including corner 
posts and window, door, and roof trim.

Outside and Inside Corner Posts
Ÿ Leave a 1/4” (6.4mm) gap at the top of corner posts.
Ÿ Place the first nails in the uppermost end of the top nail 

slots to hold them in position.
Place all other nails in the center of the slots. Nails should 
be 8” to 12” (203mm to 305mm) apart.

Ÿ Corner posts should extend 1/4” (6.4mm) below the siding. 
Do not nail tightly; the corner post should move.

Top and Bottom Receiver
Ÿ Position the top edge of a J-channel or vertical base along 

the previously snapped chalkline. Remember to drill 
minimum 3/16” (4.8mm) diameter weep holes no more than 
24” (610mm) apart.

Ÿ Fasten every 8” to 12” (203mm to 305mm). Use the center 
of the nail slots. All vinyl should be fastened securely but 
not tightly. Sideways movement should not be restricted. 
Leave 1/4” (6.4mm) gaps at the corner posts.

Ÿ Where lengths adjoin, trim the nailing flange 1” (25.4mm) 
and overlap 3/4” (19mm) to produce a neat joint.

Ÿ Install J-channel at the tops of the sidewalls. At the gable 
ends, snap a level chalkline along the base of the gable 
and install J-channel. Overlap where necessary and allow 
for expansion.

Windows and Doors

Ÿ After installing flashing, trim around all windows and doors 
using J channel.
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Installing Panels
To install the siding, if partial panels are required, mark the line 
to cut by measuring from the edge of the lock of the panel and 
cut the panel to the proper width. This will leave a panel with 
an intact nail hem and proper exposure. To start or end panels 
that have been cut, and at all window jambs:
Ÿ If cut is on a flat area, use a snap lock punch, and install 

into utility trim.
Ÿ The utility trim may need to be shimmed to maintain the 

face of the panel. Shims should not be needed in most 
cases with board-and-batten panel.

Ÿ To complete this starting piece, snap the tabs into the utility 
trim, plumb the panel level, and begin securing by placing a 
fastener at the top of the topmost full nail slot, allowing for 
1/4” (6.4mm) gap in the upper channel and 3/8” (9.5mm) in 
the lower channel. Continue securing with fasteners 
centered in the nail slots not more than 12” (305mm) apart.

Ÿ Install successive panels by securing from the topmost full 
nail slot downward, as described above, then 12” (305mm) 
on center for the rest of the panel. Around windows, doors, 
and fixtures, allow 1/4” (6.4mm) clearance in receiving 
channels (increase to 3/8” [9.5mm] if installing below 40° F 
[4.4° C]).

Ÿ The final siding panel should be installed as shown in the 
diagram. Install utility trim inside the receiving pocket of the 
J-channel or corner post that receives the vertical siding. If 
the cut lands on a batten it will be necessary to shim the 
utility trim outward to a level equal that of the siding panel 
face, in order to keep a level appearance.

Ÿ Cut the panel to the proper width and create tabs every 6” 
(152mm) using a snap lock punch. Finish the installation by 
inserting the tabs of the properly sized panel into the utility 
trim. It may be necessary to place a color-matched trim nail 
near the top of the panel and inside the J channel or corner 
post to keep the partial panel from dropping.

Ÿ If it will take more than one course to span the height of the 
house, terminate the first course into an inverted J-channel, 
allowing 1/4”(6.4mm) for expansion. Install head flashing on 
top of the J-channel and install a second J-channel facing 
upward. Begin the second course leaving a 3/8” (9.5mm) gap 
from the bottom of the panel to the J-channel.
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